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I. Who are you? 

a. How would you define yourself? What makes you you? Who are you? What is your identity? 
i. Should be an easy question to answer since we spend 100% of our time with ourselves. 

ii. When we really think about it, defining ourselves is much more difficult than it should be 
– and people are having a more difficult time answering that question than ever 

iii. As men our identity is often wrapped up in our career – I’m a painter, I’m a plumber, I’m 
a pastor, I’m a teacher, I’m awwe  – what an interesting statement. 

iv. We determine the identity of others based on their jobs – that’s why the second question 
we ask someone new is “what do you do?” – what were really asking is “What’s your 
status and how much money are you making?  Where do I fall on the socioeconomic 
ladder compared to you? Am I a rung above you or a rung below you? How should I 
judge you? Are you worth my time?” I need to know who you are so I know how to treat 
you. 

1. And we play right into that game – how often do we say “well I really enjoy 
hiking, or I’m really into reading or writing short stories, or refinishing furniture, 
or spending time with the family.” 

2. This seemingly harmless question and our response to this question says a great 
deal about where a man finds their value and purpose 

b. It’s no different for women  
i. Am I a wife, a mother, a grandmother? – is my worth found in my outward beauty? My 

ability to maintain a home? To balance work and family? Is my identity wrapped up in 
my degree, or my job title 

c. Who are we really? Maybe it’s our past that defines us. I am an addict, I’m an alcoholic, I’m a 
divorcee, I’m a single parent, I’m a felon, I’m a victim, I’m an abuser 

i. Are those the things that make us who we are? For some of us it’s not for us to decide,  
we let others define us - a young girl is told her whole life that she is a dirty girl so in her 
own mind she does dirty things.  

ii. That is why this is such an important question, as one pastor put it, “who you are 
determines what you do” – your perceived identity dictates your actions 

d. Our worth, our value, our identity, it isn’t something we work for, our identity isn’t achieved: it 
is received – not by this world 

i. Our identity is given to us by the one who created us - Gen 1:27 So God created man in 
His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created 
them. 

1. Our identity rests in who God is because we were created in His image 
2. People don’t know who they are because we don’t know who God is. People are 

looking for answers within themselves and they haven’t found any – all they have 
found is more confusion. Confusion about gender, confusion about the family 
structure, confusion about  what it means to be a husband or a wife – we don’t 
know who we are and because of this we don’t know why we exist.  

3. We’ve believed a lie that has been sold to us since the beginning of human history 
- Gen 3:1-5 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field 



which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed 
said, 'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" (2) And the woman said to 
the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; (3) but of the fruit 
of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat 
it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.' " (4) Then the serpent said to the woman, 
"You will not surely die. (5) For God knows that in the day you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

4. Here’s the lie Adam and Eve believed “you identity is achieved” when the truth 
was their identity had already been given to them – it had already been received. 

II.  Who Are We? 
a. Sin and death entered this world when we rejected our God given identity and attempted to 

redefine our existence ourselves – how do we find our way back from this? Turn our eyes back 
to the one who gave us life. 

i. One of the biggest misconceptions about Christianity is that it boils down to doing good 
deeds to earn God’s favor. I understand why some believe that. Many Christians 
reinforce this belief in the way they live out their faith especially during this time of year 

ii. Take Lent for instance - Lent is a 40 day period observed by some Christians that begins 
on Ash Wednesday and ends approximately six weeks later, before Easter Sunday. 
During this time the believer prepares themselves for the holy week of Easter through 
prayer, penance, mortifying the flesh, repentance of sins, fasting, and self-denial in order 
to "replicate the sacrifice of Jesus Christ’s journey into the desert for 40 days.” Christians 
may also exercise other spiritual disciplines such as reading a daily devotional or praying 
through a Lenten calendar. 

iii. All of this in an attempt to prove their devotion to God. 
1. That is not Christianity, that is not what Easter is about. That is not the Gospel. 
2. Easter is not about what we can do for Jesus, it is about what Jesus has already 

done for us and who we are in light of that. 
b. That is why it is of infinite importnace that we understand who Jesus is and what He has done – 

thankfully He makes that clear to us through His Word 
i. A W Tozer – The most important thing about a man is what he thinks about when he 

thinks about God. 
III. Back to the Beginning 

a. Gen 1:26-31  Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over 
all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  (27)  So God created 
man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created 
them.  (28)  Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the 
earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over 
every living thing that moves on the earth."  (29)  And God said, "See, I have given you every 
herb that yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields 
seed; to you it shall be for food.  (30)  Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, 
and to everything that creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I have given every green herb 
for food"; and it was so.  (31)  Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was 
very good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

i. It was very good. God enjoying His creation, and His creation enjoying Him. – “The 
chief end of man is to glorify God by enjoying Him forever.” God’s goodness displayed 
through mankind 

ii. Not only were we given the gift of life but we were blessed by God’s very presence 
iii. What interest would He have with us? His desire was and is a relationship 

1. We weren’t created as mindless slaves to do His bidding, we weren’t created as 
pawns for God’s enjoyment, we were created to be with Him 

a. Some may say “doesn’t God demand to be worshiped?” 



b. That’s like saying fire demands to be hot or water demands to be wet 
c. The only appropriate response to the presence of God is worship 

i. We are the only thing in all of creation that doesn’t seem to get that 
ii. Scripture’s call to worship God is a call to step into the reality of 

who God is 
b. But what has our response been to God? 

i. Gen 3:8-9  And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD 
God among the trees of the garden.  (9)  Then the LORD God called to Adam and said 
to him, "Where are you?" 

ii. Why were they hiding? Because they had traded the truth of their identity for a lie – “God 
is holding you back, if you want to be like him you have to earn it” 

iii. That is the lie humanity has believed – “We need to make something of ourselves, instead 
of God has made something out of me.”  And because of that lie the same question rings 
out through all of human history, “Where are you?” You were created to be with Me. 
“Where are you?” 

iv. God with us vs God please stay away 
1. God gives us the gift of life, blesses with us with His presence, His provision, His 

protection, and we reject Him – we didn’t want to be His – we want to be gods of 
our own lives 

2. It would have made sense if God simply removed His presence from us at that 
moment but He didn’t 

a. He continued to make His presence known 
IV. After the Fall 

a. In the book of Exodus God instructs Moses to build the tabernacle (dwelling place, habitation) 
and later on He instructs King Solomon to build a more permanent structure, the temple 

i. These structures represented the presence of God. Obviously God did not live in them but 
He wanted them to serve as reminders that He was present 

ii. It also served as a reminder that the peoples sin had broken that intimate relationship with 
God 

1. Sacrifices had to be made for their sins at the tabernacle and temple 
2. Although the temple represented God’s presence there was still a wall/veil 

between the people and the Holiest of Hollies 
iii. Over time the priests began to use the temples to exploit the people 

1. They took the best meat from the sacrifices for themselves 
2. They eventually made laws prohibiting the people from bringing their own 

animals for sacrifice, they had to purchase the animals from the priests at 
exorbitant prices 

b. You would think at this point God would remove His presence from us but He didn’t 
i. Instead the Creator of all things took on the form of His creation 

1. The One who has no beginning and no end, who is Self-Existent and in need of 
nothing, stepped down from His throne and clothed Himself in the flesh of 
mankind and walked alongside of us. 

2. Just as Isaiah prophesied in Isa 7:14  The Lord Himself will give you a sign: 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name 
Immanuel. 

3. Php 2:5-8  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,  (6)  who, 
being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,  (7)  
but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and 
coming in the likeness of men.  (8)  And being found in appearance as a man, 
He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death 
of the cross. 



4. I don’t have enough Sundays in my lifetime to begin to scratch the surface of the 
extent of this kind of humility 

a. And men watched as Immanuel “God With Us” displayed His Father’s 
full character  

b. Men watched as He healed the sick, He fed the hungry, as He bound up 
the broken hearted, as He accepted the rejected, and defended the 
defenseless, as He loved the loveless, gave hope to the hopeless – and 
instead of rejoicing they burned with jealousy 

c. Men saw the heart of God displayed through Jesus, the “logos” of God,  
and they hated it because they loved the darkness  

d. So they crucified Jesus – they murdered God in the flesh 
c. You would think at this point God would remove His presence from us 

i. No one took Jesus’ life from Him – He offered it freely  - for you and Me 
ii. Because it was through His death and resurrection that Jesus removed that wall of sin that 

separated us from Him and replaced it with His righteousness  
iii. Jesus wasn’t done yet 

1. Joh 14:16-17  And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, 
that He may abide with you forever—  (17)  the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, 
for He dwells with you and will be in you. 

2. Joh 14:23  Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep 
My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our 
home with him. 

3. 1Co 3:16  Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of 
God dwells in you? 

4. He made His home in us 
V. I AM, you are 

a. This is the gospel, this is what Easter is all about – not what we can do for God, but what God 
has done for us. 

i. Are we done letting the world define us? Are we done trying to define ourselves? Are we 
ready to find our true identity in the person of Jesus Christ? 

ii. Joh 6:35  And Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall 
never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. 

iii. Joh 8:12  Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He 
who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life." 

iv. Joh 10:9  I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and 
out and find pasture. 

v. Joh 10:11  "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. 
vi. Joh 11:25-26  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 

Me, though he may die, he shall live.  (26)  And whoever lives and believes in Me shall 
never die. Do you believe this?" 

vii. Joh 14:6  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me. 

viii. Joh 15:5  "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, 
bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

1.  I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, 
he shall live.  (26)  And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do 
you believe this?" 


